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Abstract

The present study aims to shed light on the role of women in societal change
in Islamic thought by gathering and examining relevant textual material for the sake
of analysis, and examining their reality during the prophetic era and some of the
following Muslim eras given the widespread understanding, among a large
proportion of people, that issues linked to societal change and other relevant matters
concern only men, that women have no input with regard to the issues of their
nation’s present and future, and that the role thereot is confined to the house and
the family exclusively. As such, the topic at hand and the layout of this study require
the division thereof into six sections followed by a conclusion. The introduction,
at first, covers the topic of societal change, the motives and legality thereof.
However, the first section concerns the situation of women in ancient civilizations
and their role in societal change while the second highlights the status of women in
Islamic thought and the impact of such status on their role in societal change. The
third section, in order, concerns the role of women in religious change in Islamic
thought and the fourth, respectively, investigates their role in eftecting scientific
change in Islamic thought while the fifth highlights their role in creating political
change in Islamic thought as the sixth and last concerns their role in economic
change, also, in Islamic thought. The conclusion introduces the main findings and
recommendations. For the purpose of conducting this study, the researcher
employed both the descriptive, analytical method and the inductive method as the
most suitable study methods for such subjects as that of the current study. The study,
therefore, has arrived at a number of findings, most notable of which include first
and foremost that Islam has saved women from the conditions they were in in pre-
Islamic civilizations, that Islam has, moreover, dignified women, in all stages of their
lives, in the eras that followed its birth, that Muslim women have an important and
vital role in effecting religious, educational, political and economic change in
society and that Islamic history is full of Muslim women who have realized their
role in societal change and acted upon that too, in the best manner possible.
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